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Year 7 Experiential Learning Camp 2025

Dear Parents.

Please find the following information about the up-and-coming Year 7 Experiential Learning Camp at the end of
Term 3, which introduces students to the Experiential Learning program in Secondary at BCGS. As mentioned
in earlier correspondence, the camp will be run in two halves at the Jarrahdene Campground (DBCA P&W)

This will be as follows
Camp 1: Class 7.1, and 13t half of Class 7.2; Monday 22 to Wednesday 24 September, 2025
Camp 2: Class 7.3, and 2™ half of Class 7.2; Wednesday 24 to Friday 26 September, 2025

Students in Class 7.2 will be advised which camp they will be attending, and this will also be communicated to
parents via Consent2Go.

The two classes attending each camp will be mixed into 3 groups, each of which will be guided and supervised
by 2 adults- a BCGS teacher and BCGS outdoor instructor. Additionally, two BCGS staff members will be based
at the camp to support groups when they are participating in activities. It is expected that Year 7 students will
attend School as normal for this week while the other Year 7 students are on their designated camp.

Any information about special dietary requirements that students may require or recent health conditions will be
obtained from the student records that we have on Consent 2 Go at School. It is important that parents ensure
that this is current and updated if applicable, please check the details when completing the Consent2Go online
permission for your child to attend the camp.

There will also be an option for students in the Busselton/Dunsborough area to be picked up enroute to the camp
and dropped off in Vasse on our return to school. Details of times and pick up points are provided below in the
Travel Information. Parents wishing to take this option for their child must complete a separate form which can
be found on the Parental Portal of the School’s website and on the Consent2Go invitation. This form can be
returned to me via email or at school.

This program is a wonderful opportunity for collaboration between all students sharing their previous
experiences and skills with each other. It will reinforce the basic principles of camping, bushcraft, cooking and
living from a backpack/ in a tent.

Socialisation between students amongst themselves as well as students and staff on an informal basis has a
major emphasis on this camp. The program introduces the underlying philosophies of Challenge by Choice,
positive language (no put downs) and personal responsibility.

Venue
Boranup, Leeuwin- Naturaliste National Park. Students will be camping in tents and cooking their own meals
with all food supplied



https://exploreparks.dbca.wa.gov.au/site/jarrahdene-campground
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Camp Objectives
The Experiential Learning Camp aims to:
e Heighten awareness and respect for:

o self, through outdoor challenges
o others, through group experiences and sharing decisions
o the natural environment, through direct experiences

e  Promote increased self-esteem, motivation and confidence by providing opportunities for attempting
challenging (physically and mentally), unfamiliar activities in a supportive group atmosphere

e Develop and reinforce personal responsibility and initiative within the group.

e  Foster interdependence by:

o developing the ability to create and maintain healthy relationships with others
o providing experiences of working as part of a group to achieve a common goal
o working toward developing a cohesive group which appreciates individual

capabilities and limitations.
e Teach and develop the following Adventure Learning skills and concepts:
basic camping and camp cooking skills
safe practices and habits in the outdoors
basic bushwalking and backpacking skills
basic caving skills
o bush ethics and environmental issues
e Instil and encourage environmental awareness and sound environmental practices in the outdoors
e Develop an increased familiarity and identification with the natural environment
e  Foster recreational activities which are responsive to the natural environment and help promote a sense
of personal relation with nature
e  Promote reflection on camp experiences and facilitate relating experiences / lessons learnt on camp to
life at school and home
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Camp Outline
e Acknowledge and learn about Traditional Custodians; Noongar, Wadandi people
Set up campsite with tents, shelters etc
Preparing and cooking own meals using expedition style campout kitchen and Trangia stoves
Caving
Bushwalking
Night walk, stargazing

We ask parents to follow the checklist provided and discourage any tendency to bring fashionable items
(including make-up). No bare shoulders or midriffs are allowed, and students need to wear shorts that are
appropriate for camping. All items are to be marked with names and packed into 1 large soft bag which will
ideally have space to put in their pillow and sleeping bag. Bags will be stored in students’ tents during camp so
please pack essential items only. Students are not to bring electronic equipment to the camp. This includes
mobile phones, smart watches, laptops or other electronic devices. The school will communicate any changes
in travel arrangements directly with parents.

Mr Hanson and | will make ourselves available to answer any questions that parents may have from 3.20pm on
Wednesday 10t of September in the Year 7 Centre. Students will also receive a separate briefing before our
departure.

Parents may phone me at school on 9722 6125 or email me at jeremy.potter@bcgs.wa.edu.au
with any further questions or concerns.

Yours sincerely

Mr Jeremy Potter Mr Simon Hanson
Head of Year 7 Head of Experiential Learning


mailto:jeremy.potter@bcgs.wa.edu.au
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Travel Information

7.1, 7.2 (1* half)

Experiential Learning

Monday, 22 September 2025

Arrive School Pavillion (no later than) 8.30am
Depart School 9.00am
Pickup Vasse- Information Bay on Busselton Bypass | 9.30am
Wednesday, 24 September 2025

Depart Boranup 1.00pm
Drop off Vasse- Near Store, 28 Northerly St 1.45pm
Arrive School Pavillion (approximately) 2.45pm

7.2 (2" half), 7.3

Wednesday, 24 September 2025

Arrive School Pavillion (no later than) 8.30am
Depart School 9.00am
Pickup Vasse- Information Bay on Busselton Bypass | 9.30am
Friday, 26 September 2025

Depart Boranup 1.00pm
Drop off Vasse- Near Store, 28 Northerly St 1.45pm
Arrive School Pavillion (approximately) 2.45pm

*Please note different drop-off and pick up locations at Vasse
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BCGS Year 7 Experiential Learning Camp Clothing & Equipment List

[ ]LUNCH FOR DAY ONE Please ensure your lunch and snacks are sensitive to those with severe food allergies
in your Year Group.

[]1 Small day pack for carrying water, food and raincoat when moving through activities

Essential items required each year on camp at BCGS (Year 3 — 12):

[] Raincoat with hood (good quality waterproof for all weather, not lined/ fleecy or puffer)

[] Sleeping bag & its stuff sack with inner sheet (sleeping bag must be suitable for cold nights eg — 5 (minus 5
degree) rating, maximum packed size to be ~35cm long x 20 cm wide)

[] Sleeping Mat (Closed Cell Foam or lightweight bushwalking inflatable)

Nb: these items are recommended for all students so please do not purchase incorrect items. Currently we use
camplist- https://camplist.au/ as this the best and most affordable gear which we know works well. If you are
going to purchase anything, please go to this website and allow 4 weeks.

e All equipment and clothing should be compact, lightweight and quick drying (lightweight sports / hiking
clothes are great). They will be required for BCGS camps each year plus can be used a lot outside camps.

¢ Don’t bring cotton clothing (or jeans). These materials don’t retain body heat if wet (especially in cold
climates) and takes a long time to dry.

¢ Space is limited, only bring the essentials we have listed. NO AEROSOLS, NO NUTS or foods containing nuts
e Check the weather forecast a few days before coming on program, especially the night-time temperature.
Pack accordingly.

Quantity | Item Check
1 pair Sturdy Shoes for Should be worn in and have good grip, preferably with reasonable ankle
hiking support
1 pair Comfortable shoes for | Must be closed toe, no thongs or slippers
around camp
1 Waterproof Raincoat Must be waterproof with hood (as per BCGS clothing list)
1 per day | Socks Thick “Explorer” type socks are highly recommended
1 per day | Underwear
1 Thermals top & Wool or Synthetic to retain body heat even if they get wet. 1 pair
bottom specifically for canoeing
1 Long pants Synthetic are best, zip off cargo pants are useful. No jeans, as they
won't dry if wet
1 Lightweight Shorts No short shorts as they don’t protect your legs when walking through
the bush
1 Long Sleeved Shirt Synthetic and lightweight for sun protection & protects arms when
with collar walking in the bush
1 Short Sleeved Top Sports shirts are great
with collar
2 Fleece or Wool Go for warmth not fashion. No cotton
jumper/jacket
1 Sun Hat Broad brim for sun protection ideally with a chin strap and no school
hats
Optional | Pyjamas Best to be shorts & shirt you have already packed to minimise clothes



https://camplist.au/
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Quantity | Item Check
1 Sleeping Bag Sleeping bag: Synthetic filling. Comfort rating to -5 degrees Celsius or
and Inner Sheet below.
Sleeping bag & inner sheet as per BCGS Clothing list
1 Sleeping Mat Closed cell foam (no yoga mats) As per BCGS clothing list
2 Green or black For garbage/dirty clothes
garbage bags
1 Strong fork & spoon They need to be durable
ONLY
1 Strong plastic /metal You will be cooking dinner outside, need to be durable
bowl and mug
2 Tea towel For drying your personal eating equipment
3 Large Snap lock Bags To put lunch in
1 Head torch LED head torches are brighter and lightweight.
and spare batteries
1 Daypack To put drink bottle & raincoat in to carry around to activities
1 Toothbrush & paste, Non-electric toothbrush. Roll on deodorant only *no aerosols*
soap, deodorant
1 Insect Repellent Repellent (20% DEET is good) Roll on or cream preferred. No aerosols.
1 Small towel or
chamois
1 Sunscreen, zing, lip SPF 30+ and above
balm

Labelled personal medications

Please refer to the information which can be found on the Parent Portal
from our School Nurse on the Administration of Medication on Camps.
All students requiring medication to be administered on camp need to have
a Medications on BCGS Camps — Information and Form (on BCGS Portal-
Camps & Excursions)completed on their behalf and provided to the School
at least 10 days prior to camp.

Feminine hygiene — pads &
tampons and handwipes

Be prepared just in case. Waterproof items in a snaplock bag. Small paper
bags work well for disposal.



https://www.bcgs.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Medications-on-BCGS-Camps-UPDATE-03-fillable-form-2025.pdf

