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P&F GENERAL MEETING Minutes 
Monday 9 June 2025 at 5.30pm 

Bovell Meeting Room and Via TEAMS 
 

1. MEETING OPENED, PRAYER AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 
Prayer – Clare Kirke 
Lord God,  
During this meeting help us to be guided by your Spirit. May we be wise in our discernment, balanced in 
our judgment and fair in our decisions. Though we may, at times, have differing views, may we listen to 
one another and be guided by our common goals. May we always be mindful in our words and actions of 
what is best for all children in our school.  
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen 
 
Acknowledgement of Country – Kathy Chiera 
We acknowledge the traditional owners of this land both past and present. This land is the home of the 
Noongar people. We are standing now on Wardandi country the place of the dolphin dreaming. The 
Wardandi people are the coastal people and have strong links to this area. With respect to the current 
Wardandi people and ancestors of the past we thank them for accepting us. Today with mutual respect 
and understanding we acknowledge the past and its differences and now look forward to working together 
to build strong relations. 
 

2. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES 
 
Present: Clare Kirke, Matthew O’Brien, Rob Whirledge, Kathy Chiera, Karen Kelly, Aaron Gallagher-Baird,  
Sharna Gallagher-Baird (online), Terri Pienaar (online), Danielle Watson (online) 
Apologies: Angela Howie, Jacinta Cover, Christiane Melville, Sarah Beaton, Lizelle Gers, Courtney 
Brennan, Danyelle Blythe, Catherine Grant 
 
CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
Minutes:   12 May 2025 
Moved by:   Karen Kelly   Seconded by:  Clare Kirke 
 

3. CORRESPONDENCE 
  
3.1 Received 

• Don Punch (MLA) invitation to morning tea recognising P&C groups 

• Clare and Aaron have received bank cards for P&F 
3.2 Sent 

• Clare has emailed committee members who are not engaging to determine their commitment 
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4. REPORTS & UPDATES 

 

4.1 Primary – Rob Whirledge 
Primary staff are settled with an advertisement to be raised for long service leave coverage in Term 
4. Five new students have started in Term 2, and three previous students have returned. Primary 
swimming lessons commenced on Monday 9 June. The Year 3 camp occurred in Week 4 with the Year 
4 camp coming up in Week 9. The Winter Carnival is also scheduled this Thursday. The Reconciliation 
Walk and Cross Country both went well, and Maxine Williams was recognised for her efforts in 
organising the events. Many thanks to P&F for purchasing and distributing icy poles at Cross Country. 
 

4.2 Secondary – Kathy Chiera 
Secondary Staff are also settled, likewise with numbers of students. The number of international 
students is building for both short- and long-term students, and as such, the potential need for hosts 
is growing. A request was made for P&F to circulate information and interest for families looking to 
host students. Year 12 exams have ended and Year 11 exams are ongoing this week. The Interschool 
Cross Country saw some winners. In Week 9, a Memorial Day will be held in celebration of Zahra, who 
passed in December, commemorating her life and incorporating some of her work. Zahra’s family 
have been invited to attend and a request for P&F to support with the coffee van has been received. 
 

4.3 Treasurer – Sarah Beaton 
In Sarah’s absence, the financial report was spoken to by Clare Kirke. Commitments are $11,154 to 
Spartan for uniform orders. Predicted income due in April from Uniform Shop ($10,000) and P&F 
Membership ($23,000) due in May was reported. The commitment for the Pottery Wheels funding 
application is to be added to next financial report. 
 

4.4 Board – Angela Howie 
In Angela’s absence, Board report was spoken to by Clare Kirke. A series of parent evenings are being 
held in the local area, as well as the upcoming Boarding 'roadshow' events, to build interest in future 
enrolments. Note, the next parent evenings are on 19 June at Vat 2, and Treendale Farm Hotel on 26 
June. Any friends or family who are considering sending their children to BCGS should come along to 
these evenings to hear more. The Board has its strategic planning day and next meeting on 28 June. 
 

4.5 School – Matthew O’Brien 
The Opening of Education and Care Facility was held on Saturday 24 May and was well attended. 

Dean Darryl Cotton opened the centre and gifted a cross from his travels to the facility. 

P&F provided funding 3 years ago. Matthew provided presentation on upgrade to the Performing Arts 
space with diagram showing changes to centre. Kitchenette to be installed, ceiling speakers and 
screen installed to convert to a Production Space and will be ready for the upcoming productions. 
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5. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
5.1 Cross Country Event Summary 

Terri spoke to event. Parents marked students’ hands to avoid students taking multiple icy poles. 

Mitchell Wood (Year 11 Student) assisted. Teachers involved in the event requested to be catered 

for in future. 150 icy poles left over to be used for Primary Sport Carnival. 

5.2 Uniform Recycling Project 
Donations closed as all uniforms are sorted and ready for distribution. Clutterbugs will accept the 

uniforms for recycling, however Diocese has arrangement with Kenya but large financial burden 

($415 per 15kg of materials along with additional funds to cover any tax penalties). Uniforms to be 

weighed by Estee to determine postage costs. Quality of uniforms to be sent raised as concerns if 

sending to Kenya. Kathy raised whether it was possible to reach out to local businesses who may be 

able to transport uniforms with their own deliveries to Kenya. 

ACTIONS: Weigh uniforms to be sent and decide whether to send to Kenya, Terri to enquire if any 

businesses able to support sending, Matthew and Kathy to follow up internally regarding sending 

items through Diocese. 

5.3 Second-Hand Uniforms 
Danielle has taken current uniforms donated and created a page on Humantix where items can be 

sold. Discussion on whether the sale of donated uniforms is appropriate and whether the sale of 

these items could assist with the costs to send the old uniforms. Matthew commented it would be 

appropriate for the P&F to decide on how to process the donated uniforms. The P&F called for 

donations of discontinued uniforms and some parents had used this as an opportunity to donate 

current uniform items. It was agreed the most sustainable option is to ‘reuse’ the uniforms. Kathy 

suggested to donate funds to Diocese raised from sale of current uniforms towards the postage or 

as a donation.  

ACTIONS: Danielle to create entry for newsletter to advise donation and sale of current uniforms 

with details. Clare and Sharna confirmed pricing was reasonable. 

5.4 School Beanies 
A suitable dye colour to match BCGS uniform. Supplier has advised this is not possible for this year 

as dye is a customised item and would likely require a minimum order number. The beanie initially 

sourced was a “base model” for approximately $10 per item, however the current item is a higher 

quality item at around $20 per beanie instead. Danielle also advised that scarves are getting low in 

stock numbers. Danielle is exploring options to restock with Perm-a-pleat to do a “winter bundle”. 

5.5 Distribution of P&F Minutes 
Previously, minutes were previously uploaded to the school website. Minutes will be circulated to 

marketing for uploading within 30 days as per constitution. 
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6. UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
6.1 Secondary Athletics Carnival (Wednesday 27 August – Hay Park) 

Catering Vans to be sourced and confirmed. Danielle has booked Retro Burger and Fateira (middle 

eastern cuisine), The Big Coffee Van. Meltdown (grilled toasties, loaded mac and cheese, Mexican 

street nachos and waffle ball skewers) to be confirmed with Kathy. 

ACTION: To be entered into Newsletter, school to advertise via Marketing team 

 

6.2 Father’s Day Breakfast (Friday 5 September) 

Bacon and Egg burgers (and chickpea burgers) and coffee van. Quadrangle setup to allow for ‘Tug-o-

war’ between dads. Barista training to be arranged for P&F members. 

 

 

6.3 Primary Athletics Carnival – Friday 12 September 

In-house catering to be arranged for primary students and parents (“bento boxes”). 200 students in 

attendance, pre-orders to be arranged. In the past, P&F have made soup (weather dependent) or 

suggestion to pre-order subway. 

6.4 Interschool Cross Country – 31st July (Primary) And 5th August (Secondary) 
- No expectation for P&F to provide any services 

- Potential for coffee van to be manned or offer to external coffee van and P&F to receive a cut 

(i.e. 50c or $1 per cup) for attendance at school 

 
7. FUNDING APPLICATIONS  

 
7.1 Pottery Wheel (#148) – Clare to email Art Dept to determine if approval was received and release of 

funding arranged. Kathy suggested to include a write up in ‘Arts Weekend’ and discuss advertising 
the workshops as requested by P&F as per approval. 

 

7.2 Student Singing Lesson Request 
Application withdrawn as Head of School determined the request was not suitable for P&F funding. 

 

Meeting closed at 6.29pm 

Next General Meeting: Monday 11th August 2025 (Bovell Room and online via Teams) 


