
 
Head of Primary Report 

Parents and Friends’ Association 16 August 2021 
 

 
Staffing:  
Mr Keith Kavanagh was appointed into the Year 6 teaching position, while Mrs Michelle Waddingham 
is on leave. 
 
Staff Learning/Development: PD Day 
Primary staff will listen to Griffen Longley share his thoughts on the benefits of Nature Play and 
unstructured outdoor learning for young children.  
 
Early Childhood staff will have time to work on the QIP (Quality Improvement Plan), while Primary 
Teachers will share visible thinking strategies. The day finishes with a trip to ‘Solve It’ escape rooms in 
Bunbury. 
 
Educational: 
Several new students commenced in Primary towards the end of Term 3, taking Primary numbers to 
202. 
 
29 June - Saw the arrival of Green Teach and the Chris Gibbs trailer as many students benefited from 
several environmental workshops. 
 
30/31 July - Primary students competed in the Perth RoboCup competition, with one team progressing 
into the second day. 
 
2-6 August - Languages Week was celebrated with another very successful Multi-cultural Festival day; 
the event ran smoothly, and the food was wonderful. We also saw the return of Frè-Jac Bakery and an 
Eiffel Tower making competition. Thanks to all the parents that supported the event and to Mrs Danielle 
Wansborough for her massive effort. 
 
The Year 6 Speakers’ Challenge was held in Perth at the end of last term, while another two students 
competed in the Freemasons’ Speak Up Awards in Busselton this term; Kasey Harris has progressed 
to the finals in Perth. 
 
ICAS Testing is underway - this year Primary is trialling the ‘user pays’ model. 
 
Writers Collective took place on 12 August for Year 6 students. 
 
Book Week takes place next week and will see the arrival of Dianne Wolfer at the School and a pyjama 
day on the Thursday.  
 
Cyber safety presentation for Year 5 to Year 8 students by Hon Nola Marino MP on 29 July, followed 
by Soup Seminar session in the library.  
 
Leadership 
Year 6 Leaders were blessed and badges presented during the first assembly of the term and they 
received their candles at the first Eucharist Service a week later, presided over by Bishop Ian Coutts. 
Year 3 to Year 6 Student Councillors were announced at assembly the following week. 
 
Camps and Excursions: 
Once again, the Year 6 students were unable to travel to Canberra; however, they departed this morning 
for Albany. 
 
Community and Christian Faith: 
On Thursday evening, Griffin Longley will present the second of our Soup Seminar Series, focusing on 
the importance of Nature Play. 
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Grandparents’ day is to take place tomorrow (Tuesday). This year, as opposed to being confined to the 
Year 1 grandparents, all grandparents of Little Grammies to Year 2 students are invited into the School. 
 
Play Café – Sessions for Play Café commenced last Wednesday, seeing a mix of Little Grammies and 
new students attend.  
 
With the creek once again running at the bottom of the School, the Early Childhood students wandered 
down to the ‘stream’ with their boats, as Mrs Jenny Nobbs initiated a second Bursar’s Boat Race (the 
previous one having taken place in 2018). 
 
Sport and Co-curricular 
In Term Swimming - The last two weeks of Term 2 saw Primary students undertake two weeks of 
swimming lessons. 
 
SWPSA Cross Country - This was rescheduled to Week 2 this term, due to inclement weather. There 
was a wonderful turnout and runners had a magnificent day. A week later, BCGS hosted schools from 
Perth in the IPSHA event; another great day in which the School was suitably showcased.  
 
Lishman Lap - The Primary version of this event remains low key but was enjoyed by all students. Three 
generations of Lishmans were represented. 
 
Rehearsals are well underway for the Primary Production at the end of this term. 
 
Up and Coming Events: 
18 August - Play Café continues and will run each Wednesday morning until 8 September 
20 August - Professional Development Day for Staff (student free day) 
23 August - Staff Free Day (Boarders’ long weekend) 
24-27 August - Dianne Wolfer, Author in Residence (celebrating Book Week) 
26 August - Book Week Reading Bed/PJ day  
3 September - Fathers’ Day Breakfast/Stall 
10 September - Primary Athletics Carnival 
14-16 September - Primary Production 
23 September - Primary Learning Journey and Art Auction from 3.30 to 5.30pm 
 
 

 
Robert Whirledge   
Head of Primary 



 

Secondary 

Head of Secondary’s Report to Parents and & Friends’ Association 
General Meeting, Monday, 16 August 2021 

 

It has been a busy and productive first half of Term 3! It was wonderful to see the new Treetop Studios 
arrive during the mid-year break. The finishing touches are underway, with landscaping and permanent 
steps to be erected soon, after which these will come into full use. 

Events 
• During the first week of the term, the School hosted Hon Nola Marino MP who spoke with both 

students and parents at the first Soup Seminar for the year. Mrs Marino has a wealth of current 
knowledge and spoke with passion as she educated us on the dangers and challenges presented 
by the cyber world. We are very grateful to her for giving of her time and expertise. 
 

• We have run two Parent Student Teacher evenings this term for Year 10 and Year 9 families, with 
a Year 11 evening scheduled for Thursday, 19 August 2021. We are exploring the best method of 
offering both face-to-face and digital meetings to meet the needs of all families. 
 

• On Friday, 6 August 2021 the annual Lishman Lap of Valour was run, with Mrs Jean Lishman, Mrs 
Jane Whiddon (PY1982) and granddaughter Laura Whiddon, in attendance. Goldsmith Girls and 
Wilson Boys claimed the line honours and it was a fierce competition on a beautiful sunny day.  
 

• It has been a particularly busy time for our students, parents, and staff involved in the annual 
Secondary School Production, The Rabbits and Mr Beetle. This was an original performance 
devised by students in two acts. Act One was based on John Marsden and Shaun Tan’s, The 
Rabbits, with the Act Two focusing on Mister Beetle’s Many Rooms by Robert Magnuson. Mrs Tina 
Marie summed up the experience beautifully: 

“If you want to see community theatre at its heart-warming best, go to this show - it’s a little 
bit magical. There are some very talented performers and musicians, there are others who 
are there simply because they love it, and they are having a great time.  While the message 
is very important, it’s the collaboration and synergy that really hits home. I felt like I had 
stumbled into a snow dome, and someone had given the world a good shake up, in the 
sweetest way.”   

I would like to thank our director Mr Jason Bancroft, and his team who put this together, and to 
parents and families who supported the extensive rehearsal and preparation schedule and the 
event each night; I found it uplifting and joyous. 

• Our students have been very active through the co-curricular sport program with our club sports, 
hockey, netball, and Girl’s AFL all well into the season. Our Year 7 and 8 students will be 
representing the School at the Winter Carnival on Tuesday, 17 August and our senior girls’ and 
boys’ hockey teams are playing in Buchanan Cup and the David Bell Cup respectively in Perth 
over the next two weeks. We wish all our teams well as the finals approach! 

Looking forward 
• Year 11 Hub 

We are currently exploring how we can provide a home base or hub for our Year 11 students. 
Whilst this space may be different from the Year 12 Common Room, we are keen to provide 
somewhere for our senior students in Year 11, to toast their lunches, to socialise with peers and 
sit and chat. More concrete plans will be shared early in Term 4, but we thank the P&F for 
fundraising for the amenities we hope to add to this area. 

  



 

Secondary 

 
• Interhouse Athletics 

As Bunbury City are refurbishing the Athletics Track at Hay Park, we will hold the School’s 
Interhouse Athletics Carnival at Palmer Oval on Thursday, 26 August. Thank you, in advance, to 
the P&F for their support on this day. 

 
• 2021 Student Executive Initiative 

Our 2021 Student Executive has made mental health a focus of their work this year and will host 
an RUOK Day event and Community Lunch for Secondary on Wednesday, 8 September, in line 
with the National Day. They are working on a ‘Blue Tree’ project and garden outside J block 
(Mathematics), where they hope to create a wellbeing garden and a blue tree mural to highlight 
the importance on mental wellbeing in our community. The Executive realises that this is a two-
year project, and the mural is their focus. They hope to pass the baton to the 2022 Student 
Executive to complete the initiative. I plan to invite representatives from our Student Executive to 
speak with the P&F at the next meeting to explain their ideas and to explore the possibility of some 
financial support from P&F for this project. 

• Presentation Evening and plans for the end of the year 
We have reviewed the end of year arrangements. In 2020, in response to the limitations brought 
about by COVID-19, we changed our model for our graduation event for Year 12 students and the 
awarding of annual prizes from the traditional ‘Speech Night’ event, where all Secondary was in 
attendance.  

Our new structure saw our Early Secondary students have their own Presentation Day event in the 
morning of the final day of term and the Senior Secondary students attend for the evening event 
where our graduating Year 12 students were recognised. We have decided to maintain this new 
structure for 2021, with some slight modifications.  

The week’s events are as follows: 

6:00pm, Tuesday, 7 December 202 K-2 Presentation 

Secondary Assembly, Wednesday, 8 December  Presentation of Semester Awards 
9:00am, Thursday, 7 December Whole School Eucharist 
6:30pm, Thursday, 7 December Year 3 to 6 Presentation Evening 
9:00am, Friday, 10 December 2021 Early Secondary (Year 7 to 9) Presentation Morning 
6.00pm for 6.15pm Friday, 10 December 2021 Senior Secondary (Year 10 to 12) Presentation Evening 

 
All events will be held in the Secondary Quadrangle except for the K to 2 Presentation evening, 
which will be held in Eric Speed Early Learning Centre. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Head of School’s Report to Parents and Friends’ Association 

General Meeting, Monday, 16 August 2021 
 
 
Bunbury Cathedral Grammar School is an independent Anglican school, running as an incorporated body and 
governed by a volunteer Board of Governors. This is very different to a systemic school run by a governing body 
with its own Board, often with a school council with limited powers at a school level, a community run school which 
has an advisory school council with associated terms of reference, or a school directed by parent body 
representatives functioning as a community school. 
 
The rules of Bunbury Cathedral Grammar School Incorporated (the constitution) states that the Board of Governors 
consists of no more than thirteen (13) ordinary members: 

• The Bishop of Bunbury ex officio 
• A Priest of the Diocese appointed by the Bishop 
• One member appointed by the Bishop.  
• One member appointed by The Diocesan Trustees  
• One member appointed by the Bishop-in-Council  
• One member appointed by Synod  
• One member nominated by the Bunbury Cathedral Grammar School Parents and Friends’ Association 

Inc. who may be appointed by the Board 
• One member nominated by the Old Grammarians’ Association Inc. who may be appointed by the Board  
• Four members appointed by the Board, two of whom, at the time of their appointment shall be parents 

with current students at the School 
• The immediate past Chair (by negotiation) 

 
The Board of Governors are responsible for the strategic direction of Bunbury Cathedral Grammar School, including 
the setting of a yearly budget. The Board appoints the Head of School and works with the Head of School to appoint 
the Chief Financial Officer. The Head of School is charged with implementation of the strategic direction of the 
School, as well day to day operational oversight, including the appointment of all other staff. The Head of School 
and Chief Financial Officer are ex officio members of the Board. 
 
The Board and Committees of the Board discuss confidential matters that are not disclosed outside of the meeting. 
Minutes of Board and Committee meetings are confidential distributed only to current Board members. 
 
The Board has agreed to provide a list of key points to be provided to the P & F and OGA representatives on the 
Board, for discussion and feedback to their relevant committees. These notes are not for direct sharing with their 
committees, but rather to form talking points by way of verbal report. It is important that both P & F and OGA 
committees understand that there are confidential conversations and decision making that occurs at a Board level, 
and as such not all discussions can be reported on, nor can Board minutes ever be provided to individuals outside 
of the Board of Governors. 
 
MR MATTHEW O’BRIEN 
Head of School 
16 August 2021 
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