
The HOPE programme was established to provide 
financial support to Old Grammarians who are 
endeavouring to achieve something extraordinary, help 
others or generally benefit mankind, and that is exactly 
what former Teacher John Jeffreys is doing at Wesley 
High School, Salamo, Papua New Guinea.

The Jeffreys Family’s relationship with the school 
dates back to 1980, when the family was on leave 
from Bunbury Grammar and John was appointed 
Headmaster of the school for two years. Over the years 
the relationship continued and flourished and John 
has encouraged Grammar students to raise money 
for various Wesley School projects. He also led several 
working parties of Grammar students and staff to 
Salamo to carry out community projects. Since his 
retirement at the end of 2003, John has been able 
to dedicate more time to Wesley High School visiting 
more than nine times and spending a total of 24 
months providing financial, planning and management 
counsel to the school. He has also assisted in raising 
over $50,000 for self help and self sustaining projects 
for the school and surrounding area. 

Through HOPE funding John, has been able to 
establish a traineeship for a local young person 
to complete university training while assisting in 
Wesley’s Self Reliance Programme.

David Onno, will commence his traineeship at Wesley 
in October this year. David is one semester short of 
an Agricultural Science degree at Vudal University. 
As is so often the case, students drop out of their 
courses with “fee problems”. David is an ex Wesley 
student and comes from Galeya on Fergusson Island. 
He is married with a small child. David will work full 
time for the Self Reliance Department at the school 
for 21 months before going off to complete his 
degree. He will then be bonded to return to Wesley 
for a further two years. The HOPE funding will cover 
David’s wages for the duration of his traineeship and 
the costs of finishing his degree. 

Congratulations John, for your dedication to make a 
difference to the School and Community!

Giving lots of Hope

Believe it or not!
One rainy day in August Dr Val Lishman visited the 
School to preside over the Lishman Lap of Valour 
but unfortunately the event had to be postponed 
until a later date due to wild weather. Not all 
was lost however, as Dr Lishman was also due to 
complete his oral history with Archivist Margaret 
Paterson. By early afternoon Dr Lishman was 
sitting in the School Archives full of concentration, 
recalling an important event from the 1980s during 
the time when Tony Brooker was Headmaster. 

All of a sudden the door burst open and a loud 
voice said, ‘I’m coming in!’

There was a moment of stunned silence and who 
should walk through the door but TONY BROOKER, 
in person. What an amazing coincidence! To add to 
the delight, Tony’s wife Jenna and his sister Mary 
were close behind enjoying the displays in the 
Archive foyer. Of course a great catch up was had 
by all and there were a number of other familiar 
faces around the School for them to also chat with.

Tony and Jenna were on their way down south for a 
short break with Mary, who was visiting from South 
Africa. The Brookers, who had not been back to 
the School since the 30th Anniversary Founders’ 
Dinner in 2002, very much enjoyed their visit. Jenna 
emailed later saying, “It was wonderful to visit BCGS 
- we were, all three of us, quite delighted with the
whole place and seeing so many old friends was
very special.” Of course those of us who were lucky
enough to see them were also delighted.

For those of you who don’t know Tony Brooker, he 
was the School’s second headmaster from 1978 
– 1990. The Board of Governors have recently
announced that the School’s new Sports Pavilion
will be named in his honour. Throughout his 13
years of leadership at BCGS Tony was ably supported
by Jenna who was a gregarious and hard working
member of the broad Grammar family and an
advocate in environmental sustainability long before
it became fashionable.

Margaret Paterson :: Archivist
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